
 Central Iowa 4th of July Weather 
 

 

With the holiday weekend upon us … here’s a look at the normal 
conditions expected over central Iowa, along with a look back at some of 
the hottest and coolest years…and years with the most rainfall.   
 

 Average High/Low/Rainfall  
 

Ames   84.7 62.3 0.13  

Des Moines 85.1 65.1 0.12 

Mason City 82.6 60.4 0.19 

Ottumwa  85.5 65.2 0.15 

Waterloo  83.8 62.2 0.15 

 

 

Top 10 Hottest 4th of July Temperatures 
  

 Ames 
 

 1.  105   7-04-1936            

 2.  105   7-04-1911       

 3.  101   7-04-1977       

 4.   99   7-04-1901        

 5.   97   7-04-1934       

 6.   96   7-04-1990       

 7.   96   7-04-1912       

 8.   94   7-04-1910       

 9.   93   7-04-1975       

10.   93   7-04-1913      

  

 Des Moines 
  

 1.  109   7-04-1936       

 2.  103   7-04-1911       

 3.  102   7-04-1977       

 4.  102   7-04-1886       

 5.  101   7-04-1934        

 6.   99   7-04-1901       

 7.   98   7-04-1888       

 8.   97   7-04-1990       

 9.   95   7-04-1912       

10.   94   7-04-1989      

 

Coldest High Temperature on the 4th:  69 F in 1909 

Coldest Low Temperature on the 4th:  48 F in 1948 

 



Mason City 
 

 1.  104   7-04-1911       

 2.   99   7-04-1936       

 3.   97   7-04-1982       

 4.   96   7-04-1977       

 5.   95   7-04-1949       

 6.   94   7-04-1913       

 7.   93   7-04-1989       

 8.   92   7-04-1966       

 9.   92   7-04-1912       

10.   91   7-04-1999      

 

Coldest High Temperature on the 4th:  65 F in 1967 

Coldest Low Temperature on the 4th:  42 F in 1922 

 

 

Ottumwa 
 

 1.  108   7-04-1936      

 2.  106   7-04-1911       

 3.  103   7-04-1901       

 4.  102   7-04-1934       

 5.   99   7-04-1977       

 6.   98   7-04-1990       

 7.   96   7-04-1975       

 8.   95   7-04-1966       

 9.   95   7-04-1907       

10.   93   7-04-1988      

 

Coldest High Temperature on the 4th:  67 F in 1951 

Coldest Low Temperature on the 4th:  49 F in 1940  

 

 

Waterloo 
 

 1.  109   7-04-1911       

 2.  100   7-04-1901       

 3.   96   7-04-1982       

 4.   95   7-04-1990       

 5.   95   7-04-1989       

 6.   95   7-04-1977       

 7.   95   7-04-1966       

 8.   95   7-04-1907       

 9.   94   7-04-1955       

10.   93   7-04-1921      

 

Coldest High Temperature on the 4th:  62 F in 1915 

Coldest Low Temperature on the 4th:  43 F in 1967 

 

 

 



5 Heaviest Rainfalls on the 4th of July 
 

Ames 
 

 1. 2.98   7-04-1958       

 2. 1.10   7-04-1928       

 3. 1.04   7-04-1957       

 4. 0.72   7-04-1979       

 5. 0.67   7-04-1994       

  

Des Moines 
 

 1. 1.20   7-04-1928       

 2. 1.03   7-04-1995       

 3. 1.03   7-04-1909       

 4. 0.98   7-04-1931       

 5. 0.96   7-04-1955       

  

Mason City 
 

 1. 2.18   7-04-1955       

 2. 2.16   7-04-1962       

 3. 1.40   7-04-1893       

 4. 1.18   7-04-1961       

 5. 1.18   7-04-1923       

  

Ottumwa 
 

 1. 2.20   7-04-1916       

 2. 2.02   7-04-1973       

 3. 1.91   7-04-1981       

 4. 1.88   7-04-1995       

 5. 1.78   7-04-1993       

  

Waterloo 
 

 1. 2.71   7-04-2002       

 2. 1.71   7-04-1930       

 3. 1.25   7-04-1994       

 4. 0.98   7-04-1973       

 5. 0.96   7-04-1963       

  

 

  

  


